CHAPTER TEN

THE international complications which finally led up
to the Seven Years War were a maze of diplomatic
negotiations, secret reports, " defensive" alliances,
which were obviously intended to become offensive in
the extreme, watchful waiting and national ambition.
European nations, busily preparing for their own
aggrandisement, and really concerned with nothing but
their own selfish interests, were assuring each other
of their own trustworthiness, their noble intentions to
safeguard at all costs the peace of Europe.

Two outstanding events which occurred during the
decade before the Seven Years War had thoroughly
dislocated the balance of power. The first was the
ascendancy of Prussia on the European continent, and
the second was the conflict between France and England
for supremacy in America. It was obvious that these
new factors in the political scene would eventually result
in an armed struggle in Europe. The two chief nations
involved in this coming war, France and England, were
strengthening their sea power and sending their armies to
America, and this made them less ready for a war at
home*

At the time, England controlled the West Indian
Islands and Jamaica, but on the American continent
she was in possession only of the narrow strip of land
between the AHeghany Mountains and the Atlantic.
The French dominated Canada, but they hoped to
occupy OWo &n4 tbe Mississippi valley as well, for these